Frequently Asked Questions
1. I have a bachelor’s degree and I do not have my teacher certification. What should I do next?
Visit the NSU graduate school website to view their admission requirements at
https://education.nsula.edu. Applicants must meet all the NSU graduate school requirements
to qualify for CLIP.
2. Do I need to apply to the CLIP program or the NSU graduate school? You will need to apply to
both CLIP and the NSU graduate school. We recommend submitting your CLIP application first
while beginning the application process to the NSU graduate school.
3. I’ve reviewed the NSU graduate school requirements, but I have not taken the Praxis I Core or
Praxis II Content. Do I have to take these both? You do not have to take Praxis I Core if you
made a 22 or higher on your ACT or a combined score of 1030 on your SAT or you already have a
Master’s degree. If you do not meet the Praxis I exemptions, then you will have to take Praxis I
Core Math, Reading, and Writing. All applicants for the Masters of Arts in Teaching must take the
Praxis II content area of their choice: middle school math (#5169), middle school science
(#5440), secondary math (#5161), or secondary general science (#5435).
4. Do I need to wait and pass the required Praxis exams before applying to CLIP and the NSU
graduate school? You may submit your CLIP application and apply to the NSU graduate school
prior to taking the Praxis exams. However, you will need to schedule your exams and send your
passing scores to NSU by March 31, 2021.
5. Who pays for the Praxis exams? The cost of the Praxis is incurred by the applicant. Cost for each
exam varies. Please visit www.praxis.org to view the cost of each exam.
6. What if I pass the Praxis II content area for specific science subjects, such as biology or
chemistry, instead of the middle school science, would I still qualify for CLIP? No. The CLIP
program is designed to train middle school math and science teachers; therefore, CLIP applicants
must pass one of the following Praxis exams: Praxis II middle school science (#5440) or middle
school math (#5169), or secondary math (#5161) or secondary general science
(#5435).
7. Can I still apply to the CLIP program if I am not accepted into NSU graduate school? No. All
potential CLIP candidates must be accepted into the NSU graduate school in order to be
considered for the CLIP program.

8. How will I know I am a potential CLIP resident for the CLIP program? The CLIP Field Coordinator
will notify all applicants of their status. The CLIP Field Coordinator will contact all potential CLIP
residents to arrange interviews. Interviews are expected to take place in April.
9. After the interview, how will I be notified if I was selected as a CLIP resident? CLIP residents
will receive a notification letter via email from the CLIP Field Coordinator.
10. When do courses start for the CLIP program? MAT courses for the CLIP residents begin summer
semester.
11. Are the courses online or on campus? The MAT program courses are all online using the Moodle
platform. During the academic year, residents will meet face-to-face once a month at the NSU
Learning Center located in Alexandria, LA.
12. How will the $36,000 stipend be disbursed to the CLIP residents? CLIP residents will receive
their $3,000 stipend at the beginning of each month starting June 2021 through May 2022.
13. Will I receive an additional stipend to cover tuition? Yes. NSU has a schedule of when payment
of tuition should be received. The additional stipend for the tuition will be disbursed per the
tuition schedule set by NSU. Books required for the courses are also provided at no additional
cost to the CLIP residents.
14. What expenses should I expect to incur once I am a CLIP resident? Some school districts may
require a background check and fingerprints. Costs will vary from district to district.
15. After I complete the 15-month program, if I decide not to be a teacher, will I have to repay the
stipends I received? Yes.
16. Can I still attend the NSU graduate school if I am not accepted in the CLIP program? Yes. Please
contact NSU for advisement at TEACHNorthwestern@nsula.edu.

